
Eco-Friendly Roofing Products Guide
Who wouldn’t be interested in making their home more energy efficient? Follow this guide to find out which 

roofing materials are considered green, and might even help you lower your home’s heating and cooling costs.
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What makes a roofing material eco-friendly? There are actually 
two ways a product can qualify for this green classification: 
the material is considered sustainable or it passes testing that 
determines it can improve energy efficiency for the structure 
on which it is installed.

There are many roofing materials that allow you to go green by 
meeting one of these requirements. And if you’re really serious 
about being eco-friendly, choose a product that qualifies for both.

Sustainable Roofing Materials
A sustainable material is manufactured in a responsible 
manner that doesn’t deplete the Earth’s resources or harm its 
atmosphere. One way to be considered a sustainable product 
is to use a large percentage of recycled products during 
manufacturing. Synthetic roofing products and metal roofing 
often fall into this category.

A roofing material that can be recycled when it’s replaced or 
the building is torn down can also be considered sustainable 
— aluminum roofing products may be considered eco-friendly 
for this reason. A few roofing materials that are considered 
sustainable:

•	 Synthetic slate — manufacturers such as DaVinci 
Roofscapes have programs in place to recycle any of their 
shingles returned to them due to reroofing or demolition 
— as long as they are clean and free of nails. They also 
recycle all scraps created during the manufacturing 
process.

•	 Asphalt shingles — Owens Corning has a program that 
helps recycle old asphalt shingles into asphalt for new 
roads.

•	 Metal roofing — EDCO’s aluminum roofing products 
use 90- to 95-percent recycled materials during their 
manufacturing process.

•	 Wood shakes — LifePine shakes and shingles are made 
from farm-raised southern yellow pine that is harvested 
under Forest Stewardship Council guidelines.

These are just several examples of how manufacturers are 
striving to make their roofing materials green. If you want to 
ensure that your roofing product is sustainable, verify that it is 
manufactured in a fashion that protects the environment.
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Cool-Roof Products Improve Home 
Energy Efficiency
How can a roofing material increase the energy efficiency 
of your home? If you have ever been in your attic on a hot 
summer afternoon, you are well aware of what the heat put 
off by the sun can do to the space’s temperature. Even with 
insulation, that heat can cause your cooling system to work 
harder and drive up your energy costs.

Roofing material manufacturers have developed products that 
can reflect away a large percentage of the sun’s heat from your 
roof. If a roofing material passes a series of independent tests 
and earns an Energy Star rating, the government estimates 
that it can reflect away enough heat to lower the surface 
temperature of your roof by as much as 100 degrees. This in 
turn could lower your home’s cooling load by 10 to 15 percent.

These manufacturers have “cool roof” products that may be 
able to produce energy savings for your home:

•	 ATAS International — many of the company’s metal 
products have colors that reflect enough sunlight to qualify 
for Energy Star ratings. Certain colors are so energy-
efficient that they can earn LEED credits by meeting 
guidelines set by the U.S. Green Building Council.

•	 DaVinci Roofscapes — DaVinci’s Cool Weathered Grey 
Blend synthetic shingle meets reflective specifications set 
by the Cool Roofing Council.

•	 GAF — the company’s Timberline Cool Series asphalt 
shingles are Energy Star-rated due to their reflective 
abilities.

•	 CertainTeed — Presidential Solaris luxury dimensional 
shingles have the appearance of wood shakes, but can 
reflect away 25 percent of the sun’s heat, which has earned 
the material an Energy Star rating.

Pricing for sustainable or energy-efficient roofing materials 
is often about the same as comparable standard roofing. 
Choosing an eco-friendly roofing product is just a matter of 
knowing what questions to ask and what qualities to look 
for. Going green with your roofing material can contribute to 
saving the planet, and your home energy budget can even get 
a little help.

CertainTeed Presidential Solaris Shingles 
•	http://www.certainteed.com		•	http://www.certainteed.com/products/roofing/residential/luxury/341257
Edco Sustainable Metal Products 
•	http://edcoproducts.com		•	http://edcoproducts.com/green-initiative/
GAF Timberline Cool Series Shingles 
•	http://www.gaf.com  
•	http://www.gaf.com/Roofing/Residential/Products/Shingles/Timberline/Timberline-Cool-Series/Timberline-Cool-Series-Shingles-Features.aspx
Owens Corning Shingle Recycling Program 
•	http://roofing.owenscorning.com		•	http://roofing.owenscorning.com/homeowner/sustainable-roofing/
Energy Star — Cool Roofing Products 
•	http://www.energystar.gov		•	http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=RO
DaVinci Roofscapes — Sustainable Products 
•	http://www.davinciroofscapes.com		•	http://www.davinciroofscapes.com/sustainability-environment-recycling.php


