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While it can be difficult to address every situation that 
might be encountered during a do-it-yourself (DIY) vinyl 
siding installation, the basic steps are normally the same. 
Whether this is a new installation or you’re replacing 
existing cladding, it may be a good idea to review the 
guides on prepping and waterproofing before nailing any 
siding onto your home. Once you’re ready to get started, 
gather your tools and materials together so the project 
can proceed without interruption.

Vinyl siding installation: 
tips for the DIYer

http://www.improvementcenter.com
http://www.improvementcenter.com


Vinyl Siding Installation Guide          © 2012 ImprovementCenter.com

ImprovementCenter.com Need help? Visit www.improvementcenter.com or call 866-924-4696. 3

Tools and materials needed

Many of the materials essential for your vinyl siding 
installation are covered in the estimating guide, but below is 
a refresher:

•	 Vinyl siding
•	 Accessories, such as J-channel, inside and outside 

corners, and starter strips
•	 Caulking matched to the siding color
•	 Hammer
•	 Non-corrosive siding nails -- length may vary depending 

on the thickness of your sheathing -- nails should 
extend into framing members at least 3/4 inch. Nail 
heads should be 3/8-inch diameter.

•	 Utility knife
•	 Measuring tape
•	 Level
•	 Circular or table saw
•	 Tin snips
•	 Ladders, as needed
•	 Chalk line and line level

This list is based on a standard installation. Additional 
tools and materials may be needed for special or unique 
situations.

Vinyl siding installation tips

Vinyl siding expands and contracts with temperature changes 
while on your home. During installation, you must keep that in 
mind. The siding and its accessories are secured to the home’s 
exterior by nailing through slotted flanges. Whenever possible, 
keep nails at the slot centers to allow for movement, and fasten 
them into framing members rather than just sheathing. Nails 
should never be driven tight -- allow about 1/16 inch between 
each nail head and the vinyl siding or trim. Here are a few more 
installation tips:

•	 Siding panels and accessories should be nailed every 12 to 
16 inches.

•	 Cut all panels and accessories about 1/4-inch short 
where they terminate at trim. Once again, this allows for 
expansion and contraction. When installing siding below 40 
degrees, increase the gap to 3/8 inch.

•	 Always wear safety glasses when cutting vinyl, be careful 
of sharp knife and saw blades, and practice proper ladder 
safety.

While you may be anxious to see your home with new siding, 
rushing the project can result in mistakes and accidents.
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Getting installation underway

A vinyl siding installation should always start at the bottom 
of a wall. Work your way up to the top. Adjoining walls 
can often be worked on at the same time until you reach 
a height where ladders are needed. These are the basic 
steps:

1. Start a nail 1 1/2 inches above the lowest part of the 
home’s sheathing. Attach one end of the chalk line 
with the line level installed, and stretch the line across 
the wall. When the line is level, snap it to create a 
chalk mark on the sheathing.

2. Nail siding starter strips even with chalk line across 
the wall. Allow 1/4 inch gap between strips for 
expansion and allow room at inside and outside 
corners for siding trim.

3. Install inside and outside corners as needed. The 
corners should extend from 3/4 inch below the starter 
strip to the top of the wall -- remember to allow for 
expansion. Corners can be spliced if the height is too 
much for one piece of trim.

4. Nail J-channel around all windows and doors. The 
channel should be tight against the frame or trim 
and nailed into the wall sheathing.

5. Install the first piece of siding by snapping the 
bottom of the panel over the starter strip. Start a 
few nails to hold it in place and use your level across 
the top to check alignment. When satisfied, finish 
nailing, but not completely tight!

6. Work your way up the wall locking each panel over 
the previous nailing flange.

When installing a long wall where splicing is necessary, 
panels should overlap about 1 to 1 1/2 inches. If panels 
or accessories need to be cut, they can often be scored 
with a utility knife and snapped in two. However, using a 
circular or table saw or tin snips might be a safer method 
for the beginning DIYer. Hold siding or trim securely in 
place when cutting. 
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