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Choosing cabinets for your kitchen remodel has changed quite a bit from the not too distant 
past when there might have been only a few designs to consider. Today there are numerous 
cabinet manufacturers offering countless styles that can complement any home decor and fit 
just about any remodeling budget. The many finish options allow you to customize the appear-
ance of your new kitchen cabinets to meet your own unique decorating tastes. 

This guide touches on a few of the many choices available when selecting cabinets for your 
kitchen remodeling project.
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The amount you spend on cabinets for your kitchen remodel may 

be affected by many issues, but the materials used for cabinet con-

struction can often cause the largest differences in pricing:

Another factor that can affect costs is the complexity of a cabinet 

style or design. Labor intensive door styles such as double cathe-

drals can take longer to create, and manufacturers may charge 

more for these cabinets.

If you’re searching for budget friendly 
kitchen cabinets, you might want to con-
sider those with melamine construction. 
These cabinets feature faces that are usu-
ally all wood, but parts of the boxes are 
constructed of less expensive melamine 
or particle board.

Cabinets built from woods that are easy 
to find and work with such as oak or 
maple are normally less expensive than 
cabinets made from exotic species such 
as cherry and mahogany.

Kitchen cabinets constructed with all 
wood components can be costly, but 
they often have the quality of custom 

made furniture and can be expected to 
last for many years.

Budget
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If you can imagine a cabinet style, there’s a good chance a cabinet 

manufacturer has it in their model line. Those that are not can often 

be built by custom cabinet shops. The style of a cabinet is normally 

defined by its door configuration and overall finishing. These are the 

primary door designs available from manufacturers:

Cabinet manufacturers use these three door configurations to create many 

of the door styles they offer. Arched, cathedral, and double cathedral 

doors are normally based on raised panel designs. Square raised panel 

doors are a popular selection for families wanting a more traditional ap-

pearance. Homeowners desiring a rustic or country look often choose 

recessed panel styles such as Mission, beaded or Arts and Crafts.

This configuration consists of a center 
panel that is recessed in from the outer 
edges to provide definition and depth 
to the doors. The outer edges can vary 
in width and are normally a solid wood. 
The recessed panel may be plywood 
with veneer.

Rout a decorative design into the face 
of a flat panel door and you can end up 
with a raised panel style. The distance 
between the edges of the door and the 
design can vary. The center of the door 
panel is flush with the outer edges rather 
than being set in like a recessed panel.

These doors are often solid wood and 
can be distinguished by their flat face.

Styles
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Cabinet finish options from most cabinet companies are even more plentiful than 

door styles. Manufacturers start with a type of wood and apply stains and seal-

ants to create each model line’s unique finishes. Maple cabinets might have finish 

options that range from a natural appearance to deep browns and still manage to 

maintain the beautiful characteristics of the wood. 

Customers can normally select from numerous finish choices for each wood type a 

company uses to construct their cabinets. Keep in mind that dark finishes may hide 

some of a wood’s character depending on its grain patterns.

Finishes can be further customized by optional packages many manufacturers 

offer. If you don’t want your cabinets to look brand new, consider adding some 

instant age:

This is a hand rubbed finish that is 
added over the cabinet stain. The glaze 
can range from light to dark and often 
accents the nooks and crannies of the 
door panels where it gathers. Glazing 
is very good for creating an antiqued 
appearance.

Old furniture often gathers scratches 
and dents over the years and factory 

distressing can do the same for your new 
kitchen cabinets. Distressing can vary by 
manufacturer, but may include scratches, 

worm and nail holes, and small dents.

Finishes
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If you think you’re pretty good at staining, you might want to consider 

purchasing unfinished cabinets to save a little money on your remodeling 

project. Many companies offer standard kitchen cabinet styles without any 

finish applied.

Sanding 
and 

rounding

This technique rounds some of the 
sharp angles on your door panels much 
the same as wear and tear over many 
years might do.
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One of the largest improvements in the kitchen cabinet industry in recent years is the abundance of specialty 

cabinets now available to homeowners. These cabinets can assist in organizing the clutter, clear your coun-

tertops and help your kitchen become a more efficient work area. You can even hide your trash and recycling 

containers with specialty cabinets. 

A few you may want to consider during your kitchen makeover:

Selections can vary by manufacturer and model line, and may not be available in all finishes.

Specialty Cabinets

Built-in oven 
cabinets

Pull out spice 
tray cabinets

Cooktop 
cabinets

Bread drawer 
and cutting 

board 
cabinets

Microwave 
cabinets

Trash 
cabinets

Pantry 
cabinets
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If you’re handy with tools, one of the easiest ways to save a little money on your kitchen 

remodeling project is by choosing ready to assemble cabinets. These cabinets can be 

purchased finished or unfinished and are shipped to your home unassembled. Many 

popular styles are available, but specialty cabinet selections might be limited. 

Companies in your local area may carry RTA cabinets, and they are also available from 

many Internet cabinet sites. Some RTA cabinets only require a screwdriver for assem-

bly. Checking company references is recommended before placing an order over the 

Internet.

Ready to Assemble (RTA) 
Cabinets
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Choosing the right cabinets for your kitchen remodel can make the room beautiful, but adding cabinet acces-

sories may take your kitchen to the next level. Manufacturers often offer a complete line of matching accesso-

ries that can highlight the cabinets and accent the improvements you’ve made to your kitchen. 

A few you might want to consider for your project:

Taking time to explore your options and consulting with your contractor can allow you to create your 

dream kitchen during your remodeling project.

Accessories

Refrigerator 
panels

Valances

Range hood 
covers

Under-cabinet 
light trim

Dishwasher 
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Crown 
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