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Your countertop is the crown jewel of your kitchen re-
model. It is the first thing your guests see when they walk 
into the room. It is the place where you rest your dishes, 
your casseroles, and your elbows as you look over the 
pages of your cookbooks. The countertop you choose for 
your kitchen remodel should speak to your personal style 
and kitchen needs.

Whether you want a kitchen that is the definition of luxury 
or a space that looks as rustic as an old farmhouse kitchen, 
the countertop is what pulls it all together. What’s your 
kitchen countertop style?
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What is opulence? Maybe it is the sleek look of a marble countertop, or 
perhaps it is the unmatched beauty of another natural hand-cut stone. The 
luxury kitchen defines opulence with a wide variety of countertop options 
that can range from “budget-friendly” to “money is no object.”

The luxury 
kitchen

•  luxury kitchen

•  Granite 
countertops

Granite countertops
Enjoy the look of granite in prefabricated or slab styles. 
Prefabricated granite is often cheaper and can be installed 
by a skilled do-it-yourselfer. Slab granite styles are more 
expensive and must be installed by a professional, but they 
also offer an unsurpassed look of luxury. 

Natural stone 
Natural stone can include marble, slate, limestone, soap-
stone and travertine. Natural stone tiles are often easier to 
work with than natural stone slabs and can provide more 
flexibility for design. 

•  Natural stone 
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If you’re looking for a kitchen that is perfect for 
small family meals and large dinner parties, take 
your inspiration from restaurants and go with 
stainless steel or concrete. These industrial looks 
can make you feel more productive in the kitchen.

The industrial 
kitchen

•  Concrete 
countertops

Stainless steel
These workhorses of the countertop world can handle 
the heat. A perfect match to stainless steel appliances, 
these countertops are durable, require minimal mainte-
nance and are naturally resistant to bacteria. 

Concrete countertops 
Concrete countertops can be colored in a wide variety 
of shades and can be created to mimic the look of other 
materials, such as natural stone. 

•  The industrial 
kitchen

•  Stainless steel
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A kitchen that reminds you of grandma’s country home should offer a 
wide, welcoming countertop for those family get-togethers. The coun-
try kitchen is often the center of the home, and the countertops should 
reflect that old-fashioned, comfortable feel.

The down-
home country 

Kitchen

Wood countertops
Nothing says “country” like natural woods. Protect your 
natural wood countertops by treating the surface regularly 
with a clear food-grade finish. Butcher block islands are a 
popular addition to the country-style kitchen. 

Copper
For a unique and rustic look without the worry of sealing 
wood countertops, look into copper. Choose pressed cop-
per that retains its shine or look for copper with a healthy 
patina for a more aged look. Copper pots hung on a rack 
over the countertop can pull the look together. 

•  The down-home 
country kitchen

•  Wood 
countertops 

•  Copper
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Show off your environmental savvy with countertops that speak 
for themselves. Look for sustainable materials that can be 
recycled, as well as those that do little harm to the environment 
during the manufacturing process.

The green 
kitchen

•  Paper 
countertops

•  The green 
kitchen

Paper countertops
Yes, that’s right--countertops can be made of paper. 
Countertops made from recycled paper materials and 
high-quality resins create a sustainable product that 
can withstand almost as much wear, tear and heat as 
other materials. 

Recycled glass
Bits of colorful broken glass can be turned into a 
unique countertop that reflects your personal style 
and commitment to the environment. The bonus: 
recycled glass countertops can be recycled again 
when you’re finished with them, so you never have to 
worry about the product going into a landfill. 

•  Recycled 
glass
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Sometimes you want a change but simply can’t afford the 
dream kitchen. There are other options available that can 
turn your kitchen design from “ho hum” to “wow” with a few 
easy changes. Here are a few of the most popular options for 
those on a tight budget:

The kitchen 
on a budget

•  The kitchen 
on a budget

•  Laminate 
countertops

Laminate countertops
A tried-and-true countertop that has been around for 
decades, laminate has a timeless appeal. Sheet laminate 
can be installed on existing countertops to change the 
look and feel of your kitchen without making such a deep 
cut into your pocketbook. 

Ceramic tile
Durable and proven, simple ceramic tile countertops can 
be cheap enough to fit any budget, but custom tiles and 
grouts can make them more expensive. The design op-
tions with tile are virtually endless, and can be installed 
over existing countertops for a more budget-friendly 
approach. 

• Ceramic tile
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The costs of your new countertops can vary depending upon the material you 
choose, how much of it you need and any interesting caveats, such as adding an 
extra-wide backsplash or opting for premium finishes. The prices listed here are in a 
ballpark range, and based on a kitchen countertop of 30 square feet.

What are the costs?
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•  Laminate countertops 
can cost from $7 to $30 
per square foot, or $210 to 
$900 for a full kitchen. 

•  The cost of tile varies 
widely, from $1 to $255 per 
square foot, for a cost of 
between $30 and $7,650 
for a typical kitchen. 

•  Stainless steel, copper or 
concrete can run a pretty 
penny at $75 to $200 per 
square foot, or $2,250 to 
$6,000 and up. 

•  Glass countertops are 
rather pricey as well, at an 
average of $85 to $150 per 
square foot, installed. 

•  The price of paper coun-
tertops is roughly the same 
as that of granite. Expect in 
the ballpark of $4 to $150 
per square foot, depending 
upon your choice of colors 
and finishes. 

•  Wood countertops can run 
from $40 to $80 per square 
foot. That’s a total of $1,200 
to $2,400 for a typical size 
kitchen. 

•  Stone tiles or stone slab, 
including granite, slate and 
the like can run from $4 to 
$150 per square foot, for a 
cost of $120 to $4,500 for a 
full kitchen. 
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For proper installation of your new countertop, choose a kitchen remodeling contractor 
who has plenty of experience. Take advantage of the discounts a contractor can obtain 
from manufacturers and home improvement centers in order to get the lowest cost for 
your kitchen remodel. Whether you choose the budget-friendly laminate or high-end tile 
or slab stone, the proper installation can make all the difference in the appearance and 
longevity of your investment.

Choosing a contractor
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