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Most people don’t have to go far to see just how attractive a home 
can be with a masonry veneer. Whether you live in an urban area or 
far out in the country, there are more than likely many examples of 
houses sided with brick or stone. And in many cases, the age of the 
structure is a testament to the durability of this beautiful exterior 
cladding. It’s no wonder why masonry is still just as popular as it was 
hundreds of years ago.

The material requires very little upkeep once installed and can 
complement just about any architectural style. It can be used to give 
a warm rustic look to a country retreat or to convey an elegant formal 
countenance for a home in an upscale neighborhood. Natural stone 
and brick veneer have a lot of positive attributes, but are they right 
for your home?

Masonry veneer: 
the right choice?
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Brick veneer: the siding with almost 
countless possibilities

If you like plenty of options when making a decision, 
selecting a brick veneer for your home should be a lot of 
fun. The process used to manufacture brick allows more 
possibilities than just about any other type of exterior 
cladding. While the material is usually offered in several 
standard sizes for residential use, there are many other 
options you should have such as picking the following:

1. Color -- Brick is available in colors as diverse as red, 
brown, rose, and off-white and each normally has plenty 
of shade variations as well. If you have trouble making 
up your mind, choose a style that allows several colors 
to be mixed through-out the pattern.

2. Face -- The face of your brick can vary from mostly 
smooth to a rustic finish that can make the material look 
aged.

3. Finish -- Some styles have a sanded finish that can 
replicate the appearance of an old brick veneer with the 
paint flaking off.

4. Shape -- While many bricks have rectangular shapes, a 
style with rounded off edges and missing corners can 
give your home an instant colonial look.

These are just a few of the many possibilities when choosing 
a brick veneer for your home. There are numerous brick 
companies scattered across the country, and each offers its 
own unique colors and styles. 

Natural stone: add nature’s beauty to 
your home

If longevity is a concern, how can you go wrong with a 
siding material that has been around for over a million 
years? Natural stone used for exterior veneers is usually 
removed from deep in the ground in quarries or mines. 
However, the material for some of the most attractive 
stone veneers can be found around rivers or plowed up in 
agricultural fields. Using material from around your area can 
give your home a local touch. 
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What you need to know before using 
a masonry veneer

As beautiful as brick and stone veneer can be, they may 
not be the best siding choice for every home. When 
replacing an existing siding or even installing masonry 
veneer on a new home, you should be aware of these 
issues:

1. Weight -- Brick and stone weigh much more than 
conventional siding so they require support to remain 
in place on your home. The materials must rest on 
a concrete footing or on a foundation ledge that 
is normally created when a house is constructed. 
Masonry veneer must also be supported by metal 
lintels over most door and window openings.

2. Depth -- Masonry veneer is much thicker than most 
other cladding. If you’re replacing an existing siding, 
exterior trim, vents, hose bibs and light boxes may 
need to be adjusted.

3. Price -- The cost to purchase and install the 
materials for a masonry veneer can be much more 
than for many other types of exterior cladding.

While one or more of these issues might keep you from 
using masonry veneer on your entire home, it can be 
used as a beautiful accent when combined with other 
exterior cladding.
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