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While there are numerous types of exterior siding available for your home, calculating the potential costs and quantities of 
each is actually much the same. The basic formula for estimating almost any exterior cladding takes into account how much 
is needed to cover the wall area of your home, what accessories might be required, and -- if you’re hiring a contractor -- what 
sort of labor costs may be involved. Regardless of your siding style, a few tips and a little bit of education can soon have you 
doing estimates just like a pro.

Estimating siding material quantities

There are various units of measurement used when estimating siding 
quantities for a home. However, whether calculating “squares” of vinyl 
siding or “thousands” of brick, the bottom line is how many square feet 
of wall area are being covered by the new cladding. When figuring how 
much of any siding material should be needed for your house, follow 
these simple guidelines:

1. Measure the height and length of each wall to receive new cladding  
and multiply the two figures together to arrive at the total wall area.

2. Adjust the total area figure for any angles or gables that may be on  
the wall.

3. Subtract out the area of any windows, doors, or other features that  
may be present in that wall section.

4. Work your way around the home calculating the net square footage 
of each wall receiving siding.

5. Add in any dormers, porches, or other features to receive new 
siding.

6. Total up all of your net wall areas and add in a small waste factor   
percentage -- the final figure is the square footage of new siding 
your home should require.

The waste factor percentage can vary depending on the type of cladding 
being used, but using 10 to 15 percent should get you in the ballpark. 
Your total square footage figure should be enough to calculate costs or 
order siding -- distributors and contractors can convert the number into 
“squares” or “thousands” if necessary.
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Don’t forget the accessories

Estimating siding would be easy if all you had to worry 
about was the actual cladding, but unfortunately that usually 
isn’t the case. Each type of siding has certain accessories or 
materials that may be needed for an installation. A sampling 
of the accessories that you could need to include in your 
siding estimate:

1. Vinyl siding -- fasteners, inside corner posts, outside  
corner posts, J-channel for around windows and doors,  
caulk to match the siding color

2. Fiber cement siding -- fasteners, corner trim, caulk
3. Brick veneer -- sand, mortar, lintels for over windows 
       and doors
4. Stucco -- waterproofing paper, metal lath, drip screed
5. Wood siding -- fasteners, flashing material, trim material
6. This is just an example of some of the basic accessories 

normally used for these types of veneers; your 
application may have additional requirements.

Siding costs can span a wide range

Now that you know how much cladding is needed for your 
home -- how much should it cost? The reality is that there are so 
many styles and types offered that it can be almost impossible 
to arrive at a price until you narrow down your choices. Even 
within a single category such as vinyl siding, costs can range from 
about $.45 to over $2.00 a square foot. The best method for 
establishing a budget is to choose a type and style and then do 
a little comparison shopping with distributors and contractors. 
However, these square-foot price ranges may help you get 
started:

1. Vinyl siding -- $.45 to $2.00
2. Stucco -- $1.00 to $1.60
3. Fiber cement siding -- $1.30 to $1.60
4. Brick veneer -- $3.50 to $5.00
5. Wood siding -- $3.50 to $6.50

These are all approximate prices and may vary depending on 
your location and the style of siding used on your home.
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What about siding labor costs?

If you’re hiring a contractor for your siding project, their labor 
costs can be a significant part of your estimate. While most 
contractors have standard labor rates, they can be affected by 
job site conditions that may make the installation more difficult. 
The type and style of cladding can also play a large part in how 
much labor is included in your estimate. As you can see from these 
approximate square-foot installation costs, there can be quite a 
variance:

1. Wood siding -- $.80 to $1.60
2. Stucco -- $1.20 to $1.50
3. Vinyl siding -- $1.20 to $1.70
4. Fiber cement siding -- $1.45 to $1.75
5. Brick veneer -- $5.00 to $8.00

Like the material, these siding labor costs are approximate and 
may vary depending on your location and other variables. If you 
want accurate labor costs for your project, the best method is to 
ask for estimates from local contractors.
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