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One of the best parts of a kitchen remodel is being able to upgrade your old appliances. If 
you haven’t bought a new refrigerator or range in a while, you might be amazed at all the 
advancements that have been made in the appliance industry. Today’s kitchen appliances are 
easier to use, have more optional features to choose from, and may even be able to reduce your 
energy costs. 

Whether you want a setup suitable for a gourmet chef or only preparing one meal a week, there 
are numerous selections that can meet your needs and remodeling budget.
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•	 A cooktop is basically what you would have 
if you separated the burner section from 
the top of your range. 

•	 It consists of a collection of burners that 
can vary in number and size. 

•	 Cooktops set into the top of a kitchen 
base cabinet with the controls situated on 
the surface and the connections located 
underneath. 

•	 Cooktops can be either electric or gas, and 
you’ll need to have your contractor provide 
an outlet or gas line connection inside the 
kitchen cabinet.

Cooktops are normally available in finishes 
such as stainless steel, black, or bisque. Color 
availability can vary by manufacturer and 
model line. Prices may range from around 
$300 for a simple electric coil unit to more 
than $2,000 for commercial grade cooktops 
with gourmet features and numerous options. 
Most units are either 30 or 36 inches wide. A 
few types you may want to consider for your 
project:

•	 Electric coil top
•	 Electric smooth top
•	 Electric down draft
•	 Gas modular
•	 Gas down draft

Downdraft models allow cooking odors to 
be vented out of your kitchen. Modular units 
provide the ability to switch out burners and 
install accessories such as griddles and grills.
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Gaining in popularity, wall ovens allow you 
to bake at eye level and don’t require you 
to bend over to set heavy pans inside or see 
the progress of your cake. Wall ovens can be 
stacked with another conventional oven, a 
convection oven, or even a microwave oven. 

Wall ovens are normally situated in kitchen 
cabinets built for the purpose, and common 
widths are 24, 27, or 30 inches. They can be gas 
or electric, but electric is much more common. 
Finishes are usually stainless steel or black; 
other colors may be available.

The price of a single electric wall oven may start 
around $400, but a professional grade double 
oven with convection cooking options might be 
over $5,000. Pricing varies depending on the 
features and combination you choose:

•	 Single conventional oven
•	 Convection oven over conventional oven
•	 Microwave oven over conventional/

convection combination

Your wall oven kitchen cabinet may have to be 
modified to accommodate the combination 
you pick for your remodel, which can be 
complicated and should be left to an 
experienced contractor.
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Because it centralizes all cooking and baking 
needs, the range is still popular with many 
families. Ranges are available in either gas or 
electric, and some higher-end models offer dual 
fuel options. These units have gas stove top 
burners for quick heating and an electric oven for 
precise baking. 

Most ranges are 30 inches wide, but some 
professional models can be larger. Standard free-
standing ranges are the most common, but a few 
other configurations are available:

•	 Double oven range: Two short ovens stacked 
under the stove-top; one may have convection 
capability

•	 Slide in range: The range fits tightly between 
cabinets and is flush with the top of the 
countertop

•	 Drop in range: This unit sits in a special kitchen 
cabinet and appears to be a cooktop with an 
oven front

A simple coil burner electric unit may start around 
$400, but a 48-inch-wide dual fuel professional 
range with gourmet features can cost over 
$6,000. If you like the look of vintage ranges, 
some manufacturers offer new models with 
modern features and old appearances.
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Dishwashers come in three styles

These dishwashers are free-
standing. You roll them up to the 
kitchen sink and hook it up to 
the faucet.

Drawer-style dishwashers pull 
out and are available in one or 
two drawer models. The one 
drawer model eliminates the 
need to bend when loading the 
dishes.

Traditional dishwashers fit into 
a space below the counter 
24-inches wide. Cabinet-
matching kits for the front panel 
may be added to integrate the 
dishwasher into your cabinet 
design.

Dishwashers

Portable 

Drawer 

Traditional

The latest technology and design features, 
such as hidden controls, may be appealing, 
but generally do not improve the cleaning 
capabilities. Other features available may include:

•	 Adjustable racks
•	 Filters to catch food
•	 Wash cycles for special loads like glassware
•	 Soil sensors to regulate water

Higher priced models (in the $1,500 range) may 
include even more bells and whistles. And while 
lower priced models (starting at around $500) can 
get the dishes just as clean, they might be noisier. 
Advancements in energy-efficiency may lengthen 
cycle times. 
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When it comes to available features, configuration 
possibilities, and size options, there isn’t much 
competition among different refrigerators. 

Your choices can range from the old 
stand-by single door unit with a top freezer 
to a professional grade side by side unit with 
a stacked compressor. High end models offer 
options such as glass doors and instant freezing, 
and are so energy efficient they can use less 
electricity than a 100-watt light bulb. 

There is a wide variance in pricing depending on 
the size, configuration, and features of the unit 
you choose. Small refrigerators can start around 
$500, but large state of the art models might cost 
over $10,000. These are a few designs you may 
want to consider for your kitchen:

•	Free-standing
•	Built-in
•	Counter-depth
•	French	door	with	bottom	drawer
•	French	door	with	double	bottom	drawer

Refrigerators are available in common finishes 
such as stainless steel, black, and bisque. 
Installing cabinet panels on the front of 
refrigerators has become popular and allows 
the unit to blend with the rest of your kitchen. 
If you’re interested in this option, make sure 
you choose a model that is set up to receive the 
panels.
 

Refrigerators
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Wine & 
beverage 
centers

One of the latest trends in kitchen remodeling is 
having a wine or beverage center. 

Small refrigerators can be built in or simply 
installed underneath your kitchen countertop 
that allow you to free up valuable space in 
your primary refrigerator and keep wine and 
beverages chilled for unexpected guests. 

Some under-counter wine coolers can hold up to 
57 bottles at just the right temperature and small 
beverage centers can keep up to 150 cans iced 
for weekend parties. These convenient appliances 
range in price from about $400 to $1,400. Larger 
free-standing wine coolers capable of holding 
more than 100 bottles can cost much more.
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This is a brief guide to the array of appliance options 
available when remodeling your kitchen. There have 
also been many improvements made to microwaves 
and trash compactors. Consult with your contractor 
to determine which appliance models best suit your 
kitchen and your budget.

Dishwashers, Dishwasher Ratings from Consumer 
Reports
http://www.consumerreports.org
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/appliances/
kitchen-appliances/dishwashers/index.htm?CMP=OTC-
NAV4

Sub-Zero — Built-in Refrigeration
http://www.subzero.com
http://www.subzero.com/#/built-in/

Frigidaire — Kitchen Appliances
http://www.frigidaire.com
http://www.frigidaire.com/products/kitchen

Thermador Cooking Appliances
http://www.thermador.com
http://www.thermador.com/cooking

GE Appliances
http://www.geappliances.com
http://www.geappliances.com/appliances/
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