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Vinyl siding has always had a reputation as a budget-friendly 
low-maintenance exterior cladding product. However, during 
its early days the material was often dismissed by builders and 
homeowners due to the few color and style choices offered by 
manufacturers. Times change -- vinyl siding is still considered 
an economical cladding that requires little upkeep, but it now 
features more color and style options than perhaps any other 
exterior veneer. This guide can help show you what’s available 
and how vinyl siding might be right for your home.

Vinyl siding styles 
and colors to suit
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Vinyl siding styles for any architectural 
design

Driving through just about any neighborhood it’s easy to 
see just how diverse home design has been over the years. 
Bungalows sit between colonials and ramblers and there 
might be an American four-square or Cape Cod located just 
across the street. Vinyl siding manufacturers soon realized 
that for their products to be successful, they needed to 
offer style choices that could complement a multitude of 
architectural designs. Those few initial offerings grew into a 
collection of styles that can be used to enhance the exterior 
decor of any home. A few that you may want to consider for 
your house:

1. Clapboard -- An ideal choice for any homeowner 
seeking a traditional look.

2. Dutch lap -- The distinct shadow lines of this traditional 
style make it a homeowner favorite.

3. Beaded -- Whether your home projects a formal or 
casual appearance, this style can add a little southern 
charm.

4. Shakes and shingles -- These styles are perfect for 
vacation retreats or any home where casual living is 
enjoyed.

5. Board and batten -- If you live in the country, or just want 
to feel that way, this rustic style could be just right.

These are just a small sampling of the numerous style profiles 
offered by vinyl siding manufacturers. Many vinyl companies 
also have model lines with insulating backing that can increase 
the energy efficiency of your home. And if you want one more 
decision to make, most manufacturers offer the choice of styles 
with smooth surfaces or those where a realistic wood grain is 
more prominent. 
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Color your world

Rumor has it that when the Model T was being produced, 
Henry Ford said that customers could have any color they 
wanted as long as it was black. While not quite as limiting, 
it was much the same when vinyl siding first arrived on the 
scene -- most manufacturers only offered six or eight very 
bland colors. Just as the color options for automobiles 
have evolved since the days of the Model T, so have the 
hues you can choose from for your vinyl siding. Some 
companies now feature more than 20 colors for their 
model lines including shades as diverse as:

1. Timber Blend
2. Oxford Blue
3. Barn Red
4. Coral
5. Sable Brown

Whether your taste runs to earth-tones, bold colors, or 
traditional lighter hues, there’s sure to be at least one 
vinyl siding shade that’s perfect for your home.
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A plethora of reputable vinyl siding manufacturers

They say that variety is the spice of life and if that’s the case, you may want to carry a little water while shopping for your new 
vinyl siding. There are many, many vinyl manufacturers and most carry a complete line of products that can upgrade your 
home’s appearance. Whether looking for a panel that can withstand high winds, has a Class 1(A) fire rating, or simply provide 
many years of low-maintenance beauty, you have almost unlimited choices. These are just a few of the premier vinyl siding 
companies that have a reputation for high quality and excellent customer service:

1. Mastic Home Exteriors
2. CertainTeed
3. Alside
4. Royal Building Products
5. Georgia-Pacific

Vinyl siding has come a long way since its early days -- there’s now a color and style for just about every home.
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